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As more public venues are shuttered, 


Erie County exhausts 


The parking lot at the Walden Galleria Macy’s was empty Wednesday after malls across New York were ordered closed. 


Big bailouts 
being weighed 
to get industries 
through crisis 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Entire sectors of 
the American economy are shutting 
down, threatening to crush businesses, 
put millions of people out of work and 
forcing lawmakers to consider a vast 
financial bailout that would dwarf the 
federal government’s response to the 
2008 crisis. 

The scale of the problem is unlike 
anything Washington has faced before: 
The financial crisis, which sent unem- 
ployment skyrocketing to 10%, centered 
on foreclosures and the banking sec- 
tor, while this crisis is springing from 
dozens of places at once, as restaurants 
and movie theaters shut down, factories 
close and airplanes, public trains and 
buses run nearly empty of passengers. 

Economists fear that by the time the 


See Bailouts on Page A6 


e Asolution?: It’s been suggested every 
U.S. business be given a no-interest 
bridge loan to rehire employees. Page A4 


e Trouble sign: As layoffs in industries 
continue to mount, unemployment 
claims are beginning to soar. Page A5 


WNY totals 


Although the numbers are 
subject to change, officials 
tracked down the first cases. 


Number of people 
tested positive 


e Erie County 27 
e Niagara County 1 
e Allegany County 2 
e Wyoming County 1 


Where those infected 
with virus have been 


Erie County issued a public 
advisory Wednesday evening, 
providing a list of places and 
methods of travel that individu- 
als who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 were in recent weeks. 
The Erie County Department of 
Health advised any individuals 
who were present at the follow- 
ing places and times to monitor 
themselves daily for symptoms 
of COVID-19: 


March 4: United Airlines Flight 
Eagle United from Austin to 
Washington, D.C., No. UA6028; 
and from Washington, D.C., to 
Buffalo, No. UA4810. 


March 9: Amtrak Train No. 49, 
New York City to Buffalo, with a 
midnight arrival. 


March 10: Walden Galleria in 
Cheektowaga (no specific time 
frame is yet available) 


Continued on Page A7 
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Why COVID-19 is great 
risk to local economy 


The Elmwood strip 
has gone eerily quiet. 

Shoppers are avoid- 
ing once-bustling 
malls, as County 


COVID-19 tests 


4,000 to be 
idled locally 
as Ford, GM 
close plants 


By MAKI BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The border is about to be shut 
down for “nonessential” travel 
between the U.S. and Canada. 
General Motors and Ford are 
temporarily closing all of their 
factories, including GM’s two 
area plants - in the Town of 
Tonawanda and Lockport - and 
Ford’s stamped parts plant in 
Hamburg, which together em- 
ploy about 4,000 people. 

Malls across the state, along 
with those in New Jersey, Con- 
necticut and Pennsylvania, were 
all ordered closed. So were bowl- 
ing alleys. Cops began answer- 
ing some nonemergency 911 calls 
by phone. 

In Buffalo, across the nation 
and much of the globe, people 
continued to do everything they 
could to distance themselves 
from a virus that’s spreading. 

But for now, forget about 
more testing for the virus in Erie 
County. 

“We don’t have the ability to 
test any more,” said County Ex- 
ecutive Mark C. Poloncarz. 

Health Commissioner Dr. 
Gale Burstein said the county 
lab has only enough swabs and 
chemicals to test the specimens 
that have already been collected. 

Positive cases were confirmed 
at institutions familiar to West- 
ern New York: Two patients at 


bringing major por- Roswell Park Comprehensive 

tions of the local econo- Care Center. A member of the 

my to either a screech- University at Buffalo commu- 

ing halt or a noticeable nity. A worker from the NFTA’s 
slowdown. yard shop. 


Executive Mark ° ° 
Poloncarz is urging David Robinson 
them to do. 


We don’t know 
what’s next for the 
region’s economy. 


There was some hope for bars 
and restaurants as patrons be- 
gan phoning in takeout orders 


Movie theaters have gone 
dark. Casinos have turned silent. 
Hotels are emptying out. Restau- 
rants and bars are shut down. 


With people being urged to stay 
home, businesses that depend on 
consumer spending are reeling. 
And it’s all happening in a mat- 


for meals - and cocktails. 

“The whole street was filled 
with cars pulling up, popping 
their trunks, receiving their or- 


ders without any contact,” said 


Across the Buffalo Niagara ter of days. 
region, the ripples from the coro- 
navirus outbreak are spreading, See Robinsonon Page A5 


the owner of the Grange Com- 
munity Kitchen in Hamburg. 


Doctors told Amherst man with COVID-19 
he had bronchitis, so he didn’t quarantine 


By MATTHEW SPINA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Kevin Lippes of Amherst has a nasty 
cough, a fever and a story to tell. 

He’s 35 and among the first - he might 
have been the very first - residents of Erie 
County with COVID-19. 

He feels terrible about the way he moved 
around the Buffalo area before he knew he 
had the virus. He went to the Wegmans on 
Alberta Drive and to the Walden Galleria. 
But he had gone to his primary care phy- 


“None of us 
did anything 
wrong,” Kev- 
in Lippes says 
of diagnosis. 


sician and was diagnosed with bronchitis, 
not COVID-19. 

Since his case was confirmed, he has 
read unkind comments on news websites 
about people with the novel coronavirus. 
He saw one comment about how the public 
should know exactly where each convalesc- 
ing patient lives so the general populace can 
make sure they stay inside. 

“Sorry. That to me means, ‘Let’s grab our 
pitchforks,” Lippes said. 


See Lippes on Page A7 
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